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Audrey’s True Self

Freckle Level: 3C

Audrey was born with only half of her left arm. She had a stump
below the elbow. It was a huge surprise to Audrey to start school
and see how she shocked the other students. She was frustrated
when everyone tried to do things for her.

On the first day of school, the teacher said, “I will write your
letters for you,” but Audrey already knew how. Her classmates
would grab the paintbrush out of her hand and say, “I’ll paint for
you,” but Audrey could paint just fine.

“Mom,” Audrey said one night. “Can’t people see I can do things
for myself?”

“People are trying to be kind,” Mom said.

“It is kinder to let me do things for myself,“ Audrey said.

“You might have to show them that,” Mom said. “But do it gently,
and remember that not all people with disabilities are as able as
you are to do things.”

Audrey realized that word gently was pretty important.

The next day in school, Audrey sat down to some clay on her
desk. Her friend Tyler tried to mold the clay for her.

Audrey smiled and spoke gently. “I would rather do it myself.”
Audrey rolled and squeezed the clay, and in a few moments, she
had made a giraffe.

“Wow!” said Tyler.

Later, at recess, Audrey climbed up the bars to the very top of the
play structure. Everyone just stared, afraid of what might
happen, but Audrey did a one-handed jump off the top, landing
on her feet.

“Wow!” said Tyler again.

Writing

Skill: Informative
Have you ever had to show
someone that you could do things
for yourself? When? What
happened?

Reading

Skills:

RL.3: Plot & Characters

RL.1: Details & Evidence

RL.3: Plot & Characters

What can you tell about Audrey based

on her actions in the story? Select all

that apply.

RL.3: Plot & Characters

How does Audrey feel after she shows

everyone she can do things for

herself?

She listens to her mother.

She likes to do things for 
herself.

She always needs help.

She does not like to work with
clay.
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Soon enough, the class had gotten the message, and now, when
she entered the classroom, the teacher would ask her, “Audrey,
would you help pass out the papers?” and at recess, all the kids
would copy her moves.

Audrey told her mom all about it. “I’m proud of you, honey,” Mom
said. “You weren’t afraid to show your true self.”

“Thanks, Mom,” said Audrey. “And I did it gently.”

RL.1: Details & Evidence

How does Audrey’s mom tell her to

handle her classmates?

RL.1: Details & Evidence

What does the author mean when

they say, “Soon enough, the class had

gotten the message”?

sorry

afraid

proud

confused

forcefully

carefully

quickly

gently

The class is sent a message by
Audrey’s mom.

The teacher tells the class to
leave Audrey alone.

The class realizes that Audrey 
can do things for herself.

The class decides to help Audrey
even more.



B-Larble

Freckle Level: 3B

Adele heard a tiny squeak. She looked down, wondering if she’d
stepped on something strange, but she saw nothing. She kept
walking into the grocery store and grabbed a cart.

She was wandering down an aisle when she heard the same tiny
high-pitched squeak. Adele looked down again in search of the
source of the squeak but saw nothing.

Half an hour later, as she was pulling into her driveway, she
heard the squeak again. She looked into her car’s cup holder.
There, sitting on top of a pile of loose change, was the tiniest
creature she’d ever seen. It wasn’t a human exactly, but it
definitely wasn’t a bug. Adele peered closer. She had to be
imagining things!

Soon, the creature hovered in the space right in front of her face.
Adele leaned back, unsure of what to do.

“H-hello?” she whispered anxiously. The creature started to flip
up and down, leaving a trail of sparks behind it that formed the
letters ‘Hello!’

“You can understand me?” Adele asked.

The words: ‘Yes, of course!’ hung in the air before they
disappeared.

The creature continued to write. “I am B-Larble and I come from
Planet Selnak. I have come here on a mission to seek help from
your people. Our planet is in danger. Your face is kind so I chose
you to help me.” A series of words strung out across the air like a
miniature firework display.

This had to be some sort of dream. Adele tried to pinch herself.
She let out a yelp, but to her dismay, she did not wake up.

Adele spoke. “I don’t, I don’t think that I’m the right person for the
job. I wouldn’t even know how to begin to save your planet
from...whatever danger you’re in.”

Writing

Skill: Narrative
Write the next chapter of this
story. Why is B-Larble in danger?
What does Adele do next?

Reading

Skills:

RL.1: Details & Evidence

RL.4: Word Choice & Tone

RL.1: Details & Evidence

Which detail tells you why B-Larble

asked Adele for help?

RL.1: Details & Evidence

How does B-Larble communicate with

Adele?

“This had to be some sort of
dream.”

“I am B-Larble and I come from
Planet Selnak.”

“From the insistent expression
on her miniature face, Adele
could see she was determined.”

“Your face is kind so I chose 
you to help me.”



B-Larble glowed a dark shade of green and wrote the words ‘No,
it has to be you’ in large letters between them. From the insistent
expression on her miniature face, Adele could see she was
determined.

“I suppose I could give it a try…” Adele reasoned, still feeling a
little uncertain.

RL.4: Word Choice & Tone

Pick the word that shows that Adele

feels nervous.

RL.4: Word Choice & Tone

Which word could replace the word

“dismay” in the following sentence? 

“She let out a yelp, but to her dismay,

she did not wake up.”

By writing letters and words in 
the air

By speaking really softly and
slowly

By writing her thoughts on a
paper

By having someone there to
translate her language

anxiously

imagining

yelp

determined

delight

surprise

disappointment

anger
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Gifts are for Giving

Freckle Level: 3B

That was weird, Roland thought. He had been on his way home
when he saw an old man fishing in a lake. The old man’s hat had
blown away and Roland ran to catch it for the man. When he
returned it, the old man made a promise.

“Because of your kindness,” the old man said, “all your wishes will
come true.”

Roland laughed a little. That’s crazy, he thought.

Later that evening, Roland was playing a video game when his
dad told him it was time for lights out.

“I wish I had another hour to finish this game,” Roland said to
himself.

As soon as the words left his lips, Roland glanced up and noticed
the clock had been set back an hour. “No way,” he whispered.

Roland’s heart started thudding. The old man’s words had come
true!

He flipped off his game. “I wish for a triple scoop of rocky road ice
cream!” he said. A cone appeared in his hand dripping chocolate
goodness all over.

Days and dozens of wishes later, Roland was living the dream.
He’d wished for a dog as well as two pet hedgehogs! He made
straight A’s on his report card and got five new video games.

Writing

Skill: Narrative
Write a sequel to the story. What
will Roland do next with his
special power?

Vocab

dozens

Reading

Skills:

RL.1: Details & Evidence

RL.2: Messages & Themes

RL.1: Details & Evidence

What do the first two paragraphs show

you about Roland?

RL.1: Details & Evidence

Where does Roland meet the old man?

He is very selfish and does not
usually think of others.

He is kind and helpful to 
others.

He loves to go fishing at the lake.

All of the above.



One day, Roland was on his way home from school when he saw
the same old man. Roland threw his arms around him.

“Sir!” cried Roland. “Thank you for the amazing gift. It has
changed my life!”

The old man gently returned the hug and pulled away. “Of
course, dear boy. Now tell me: how have you used it to help
others?”

Roland just stared at the man. He felt horrible. He hadn’t helped
anyone but himself.

The old man laughed. “So I thought,” he said. “Now, go back and
use your gift to help others. Remember, gifts are for giving.”

Roland nodded. “You are right. I will!” he said. “I will!”

RL.2: Messages & Themes

What message is the author trying to

teach the reader?

RL.2: Messages & Themes

Which sentence best retells what

happens in the story?

He runs into him in a store.

He sees him fishing at a lake.

The old man is his neighbor.

The old man is his grandfather.

If you are kind to people, you will
be granted special powers.

If you do something for yourself,
you are selfish.

You should always say thank you
when someone gives you a gift.

It is important to think of 
others, and not just yourself.

Roland meets a man who
teaches him how selfish he is.

Because he is kind, Roland gets
all of his wishes granted,
including ice cream, playing
more video games, and getting a
pet dog.

Roland steals a power from an
old man which will make all of
his wishes come true, and he
uses this to get ice cream and
play video games.
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Because he is kind, Roland gets 
all of his wishes granted, but he 
learns that it is important to 
share your gifts with others, and 
not just think of yourself.



Little Green Men

Freckle Level: 3B

The city was in chaos. Stan had lived in New York all his life but
he had never seen it this way. In the daytime, people were
running down the streets yelling, “Martians! Martians!” At night,
no one went out on the streets at all.

Stan didn’t understand it. It was 1955. There were no Martians in
New York City! But some tourists who had been at the top of the
Empire State Building said they had seen some. They said they
saw the Martians land on the roof of the building in a flying
saucer. They said the Martians spoke in a strange language. They
said the worst part ws that the Martians were little green men.

Stan laughed when he heard that. Little green men? Couldn’t the
Martians be more original than that?

What frustrated Stan the most was that the city seemed to be
paralyzed by the Martian scare. The city shut down and it was all
anyone could talk about. His favorite restaurants were closed.
Even his office was closed. Every time he turned on the TV, all he
heard was Martians, Martians, Martians.

One night, Stan decided to get away from all the Martian talk. He
went outside for a walk around the empty streets, thinking some
fresh air would do him good.

He stopped in front of a jeweler’s window to look at an expensive
watch. As he looked, he saw a light reflected in the window.
Something was behind him. Then he heard a loud swooshing
sound. He spun around.

“No,” he said, surprised.

The flying saucer landed in front of him. Out of it came two little
green men. They smiled and looked friendly.

All Stan could do was stand there. He thought he had been so
smart. But they were there, and the Martians were smarter.

Writing

Skill: Narrative
Continue the story. What
happened after Stan met the
Martians?
Describe with detail in sequence!

Vocab

reflected

Reading

Skills:

RL.1: Details & Evidence

RL.4: Word Choice & Tone

RL.1: Details & Evidence

What is Stan’s reaction to hearing

about the Martians on Earth?

RL.4: Word Choice & Tone

What does the author mean when he

says the city was “paralyzed” by the

He asks a lot of questions about
them.

He thinks it is ridiculous.

He wants to meet them.

He wants the city to become
normal again.



Martian scare?

RL.1: Details & Evidence

How does Stan’s opinion of the

Martians change by the end of the

story?

RL.4: Word Choice & Tone

What would could replace “chaos” in

the first sentence?

“The city was in chaos.”

The city was frozen.

Many things were broken in the
city.

The Martians put a spell over the
city, and everyone followed their
orders.

No one could focus on 
anything else besides the 
Martians.

He still thinks the Martian’s are
ridiculous.

He wants to learn more from
them.

He sees they are real, and 
that they are smart.

He wants the city to go back to
normal.

clutter

calm
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anger

disorder



Crater Lake

Freckle Level: 3C

Crater Lake is the deepest lake in the United States. It is located
in Oregon and is at the center of Crater Lake National Park.
Crater Lake has clear water that has been important to Native
American tribes for thousands of years.

Crater Lake

The Lake’s Formation

Crater Lake was once an enormous volcano called Mount
Mazama. 7,000 years ago, Mount Mazama erupted and
collapsed. It left behind a large hole in the top of the mountain.

Over time, the hole in Mount Mazama cooled. Each year, rain and
snow fell into the hole. After thousands of years this water
became a very deep lake surrounded by pine trees, wildflowers,
and lichens.

Some Native Americans called it Blue Lake. They also called it
Lake Majesty. In 1853, John Wesley Hillman came upon the lake.
He was the first non-native person to see it. He called it Crater
Lake.

The islands in Crater Lake

The Lake’s Water

Writing

Skill: Narrative
The Klamath people have a story
about how Crater Lake formed.
Write your own story about how
Crater Lake formed and filled with
water.

Vocab

enormous
pollution
sacred

Reading

Skills:

RI.1: Explicit Information

RI.4: Word Meaning & Choice

RI.1: Explicit Information

Which of the following grow around

Crater Lake? Select all that apply.

RI.1: Explicit Information

  Pine trees

 Wildflowers

Ferns

Lichens



Crater Lake’s water is extremely clear. This is because the lake
only gets its water from rain and snow, not rivers. Rivers and
streams bring dirt and pollution that gather and make the water
murky. It is possible to see down into the water at Crater Lake for
a very long distance.

Snow at Crater Lake

Sacred Ties

Crater Lake is called giiwas by the Klamath people. The Klamath
say they saw a battle between the god of the sky, Skell, and the
god of the underworld, Llao, took place at the site of the lake.

The fight ended with Llao being defeated and Mount Mazama
being destroyed. A crater was left behind. Crater Lake is the site
of this battle. The lake is a sacred place for the Klamath people.

Crater Lake is a unique and beautiful place. Thankfully, it is
protected by the National Park Service. Crater Lake will hopefully
remain beautiful forever.

Which of the following have been

other names for Crater Lake? Pick

three.

RI.1: Explicit Information

What is Crater Lake known for? Pick

two.

RI.4: Word Meaning & Choice

Which of these is like a “crater”?

RI.4: Word Meaning & Choice

 giiwas

Blue Lake

Clear Lake

Lake Majesty

Being the deepest lake in the 
U.S.

Having very clear water

Having warm water

Being the largest lake in the
world

Clear water

A river

A mountain

A hole
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What does “erupted” mean in the

sentence “7,000 years ago, Mount

Mazama erupted and collapsed.”?

RI.4: Word Meaning & Choice

What does the word “sacred” mean?

Grew

Exploded

Got wet

Changed color

Shiny

Important

Afraid

Funny



Durian Fruit

Freckle Level: 3B

Did you know there is a fruit that smells like stinky feet? Some
people think it smells like a skunk! It’s called durian fruit. These
fruits have a powerful scent. You can smell them from up to a
half a mile away!

A photo of durian fruit

Durian fruit has been compared to cheese. Some people think it
tastes like butterscotch pudding. Others think it tastes like
caramelized onions. Durians have a unique taste. It is a mix of
savory, sweet, and creamy.

Plenty of people don’t like durians, though. Durian fruit has also
been compared to rotten eggs and gym socks.

Growing Durians

Durian trees are native to Southeast Asia. Durian fruits have a
spiky green, thorn-covered rind. They grow really big! They are
about the size of watermelons. They have soft fruit inside the
hard rind. It can be scooped out with a spoon.

Durian fruit grows between June and August. Most durians aren’t
harvested directly from the trees. They fall to the ground when
they are ripe. Then they are gathered and sold. Durians shipped
to other countries may be picked before they are ripe.

Writing

Skill: Informative
Would you try durian fruit?
Explain why or why not.

Vocab

ripe
paste

Reading

Skills:

RI.1: Explicit Information

RI.2: Summarizing & Main Ideas

RI.1: Explicit Information

Why does durian fruit smell strange?

They are left on the trees until
the rot and then fall to the
ground.

It has 44 compounds make up 
their scent which also 
contribute to scents of skunk, 
caramel, rotten eggs, and fruit.

Durian fruit has also been
compared to rotten eggs and
gym socks.

They are often left on the ground
for days before they are
harvested and sold.



A photo of durian fruit growing on a tree

Cooking with Durians

Durian fruit is often used to make desserts. It can be used to
make things like cheesecake, custards, and even ice cream.

Durians are also used to create a paste called tempoyak. It is
used in a variety of dishes. Unripe durian fruits are also cooked
and eaten as vegetables.

Smelling a Durian

Durians have 44 active compounds. These compounds make up
their scent. They are the same compounds that contribute to
scents of skunk, caramel, rotten eggs, and fruit. This may explain
why each person smells a durian differently. Some people smell
the sweeter scents. Others lean toward smelling the scents that
aren’t so pleasant.

A photo of a durian fruit that has been cut open

So now that you’ve learned a bit about durian fruit, the question
is—would you try it?

RI.1: Explicit Information

Which details describe the taste of

durian fruit? Select all that apply.

RI.2: Summarizing & Main Ideas

What is the main idea of the section

entitled “Growing Durians”?

RI.2: Summarizing & Main Ideas

What is the main idea of the text?

Durian fruit has also been 
compared to rotten eggs and 
gym socks.

Durian fruits have a spiky green,
thorn-covered rind.

Some people think it tastes like 
butterscotch pudding.

Durian fruit has been 
compared to cheese.

It discusses the benefits of
growing durian fruit.

It highlights where durians are 
grown, as well as how they are 
harvested.

It discusses how durians are
packed and shipped to other
countries.

It explains why durians are
among the largest tree-grown
fruits.
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Harvesting times for durians
impact their scent and taste.

Durians are best eaten as a
dessert.

Durians are a fruit that 
people have very strong 
opinions on its taste.

Durians are native to Southeast
Asia.



Marine Biologist

Freckle Level: 7A

Do you love marine animals? Do you care about preserving the
health of our ocean inhabitants? Do you dream of a career that
involves being outdoors? If your answer is yes, you may consider
a future as a marine biologist. Marine means having to do with
the sea. A biologist is someone who studies life. A marine
biologist is a scientist that specializes in sea animals and plants.

A marine biologist studies an ocean creature

The field of marine biology is broad. A marine biologist can study
animals as large as blue whales or as small as microscopic
marine bacteria. Most marine biologists choose to specialize in
one area of expertise. For example, one marine biologist may
study phytoplankton while another focuses on the relationships
between organisms in tide pools. A marine biologist can study
one organism or one environment.

Marine biologists study tidepools

How Does One Become a Marine

Biologist?

Becoming a marine biologist requires a significant amount of
education. All marine biologists go to college. A prospective
marine biologist can study a variety of subjects in college. Many

Writing

Skill: Narrative
Imagine you are a marine
biologist. Describe your day: What
do you do? What do you see?
What do you hear? Use as much
vivid imagery as possible.

Vocab

marine
bacteria
ensure
climate
massive

Reading

Skills:

RI.1: Explicit Information

RI.8: Claims & Evidence

RI.1: Explicit Information

What can a marine biologist do?

Select all that apply.

investigate

educate

advocate

relate



study biology, chemistry, environmental science, or mathematics.
While some marine biologists find work with only their bachelor’s
degree, most continue their education by earning a master’s in
marine biology. A master generally entails two years of schooling,
focused directly on marine biology. Often, a marine biologist
chooses his or her specialty while in a master’s program.

Marine biologists study hard

Beyond a master’s, a marine biologist may also pursue a Ph.D.
Ph.D. programs require an additional six years of education and
research. A Ph.D. student researches a very specific aspect of
marine biology and will publish his or her research for others to
read and learn. A marine biologist who has earned a Ph.D. has
the widest range of job opportunities, including a role as a
professor. Plus, if you are passionate about marine biology, the
many years of school will be fascinating to you with all you could
learn!

What can a Marine Biologist Do?

Marine biologists perform many roles relating to the ocean and
its inhabitants. Generally, marine biologists investigate, educate,
or advocate. Much of the work a marine biologist does involves
studying the organism that is their expertise. This can look like
taking samples from the field to analyze in a lab, conducting
experiments, or observing the organism in its natural habitat. If a
marine biologist has a Ph.D., then he or she may also be a
professor of marine biology. Publishing research articles is
another way to educate the biology community. Finally, many
biologists advocate. They conduct tests to ensure that human
activities aren’t negatively impacting our ocean communities. If
they are, they work to devise solutions. All of the jobs that marine
biologists do are fundamentally tied to the well-being of ocean
inhabitants.

RI.1: Explicit Information

Which of the following can replace the

word devise in the following

sentence:?

“If [human activity is harmful], they

work to devise solutions.”

RI.8: Claims & Evidence

Which of the following does not

support this claim?

Becoming a marine biologist requires

a significant amount of education.

RI.8: Claims & Evidence

What is the purpose of the paragraph

about coral bleaching?

develop

demolish

interchange

eradicate

All marine biologists go to
college.

Ph.D. programs require an
additional 6 years of education.

While some marine biologists
work with only a bachelor’s
degree, most continue their
education by earning a master’s
in marine biology.

All of the jobs a marine biologist 
does are fundamentally tied to 
the well-being of ocean 
inhabitants.



A marine researches an animal

Marine Biology and Climate Change

As the climate on Earth continues to become warmer, oceans are
affected. The rising temperature of the oceans has a grave effect
on the organisms that dwell, or live, within it. Marine biologists
study the impact of global warming on species that live in the
ocean.

Many animals live on coral reefs

For example, a marine biologist may study a phenomenon such
as coral bleaching. Coral is not a plant, but a small animal that
lives in colonies. Large stretches of coral colonies are called reefs.
As the temperature in the oceans rises, coral reacts to the
change by expelling the algae that live within them. This causes
the coral to turn white and can kill the coral. A large coral
bleaching event can have a harmful effect on coral reefs. In 2005,
half of the coral reefs in the Caribbean died due to a massive
bleaching event. In this scenario, marine biologists who study
coral will conduct research about how to best protect the coral
reefs. Marine biologists can also advocate for the ocean life by
educating the public about the problem and encouraging
practices that decrease the effects of global warming.

To support the point that marine
biologists go to school for many
years.

To give an example of a 
problem a marine biologist 
might solve.

To explain what the word
biologist means.

To summarize the article.
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Coral bleaching can be deadly

Is a Career as a Marine Biologist for

You?

Becoming a marine biologist involves a significant amount of
schooling, but is a rewarding profession. Marine biologists work
with amazing plants and animals. Furthermore, they are in the
position to advocate for the organisms in our oceans and ensure
that those amazing plants and animals continue to exist. Marine
biologists do important work!

Whales are marine animals



Rights and Responsibilities

Freckle Level: 3C

Each of us lives in a community. People who are members of
communities are called citizens. Being a citizen gives us many
benefits, called rights. However, it also gives us responsibilities.
Rights are freedoms that are protected by law. Responsibilities
are duties we should carry out to keep our community safe, fair,
and free.

Rights

A right is something all people deserve or are entitled to. The U.S.
government was created when the Constitution was written. One
part of the U.S. Constitution is called the Bill of Rights. It says
what kinds of rights the people of the United States should have.
The Bill of Rights talks about rights such as the freedom of
citizens to be treated fairly.

The United States Constitution outlines many of our rights as
Americans.

All people have rights. In the U.S., freedom of speech and of
religion are two very important rights. But your rights may be
different from someone else’s at certain times. For example,
when you are at school, it is your right to learn. But while you are
at the grocery store there is no such right. There, you have the
right to shop in peace.

Responsibilities

Things you are expected to do are called responsibilities. At
home, you may be expected to babysit your brother. At school,
you may be expected to complete assignments. On your soccer
team, you may be expected to show teamwork by not hogging
the ball. All of these responsibilities help things run smoothly and
safely. They also protect other peoples’ rights.

Writing

Skill: Argument
Do you think it is important for
everyone, even adults and
authority figures, to have
responsibilities? Why or why not?

Vocab

communities
citizens
religion

Reading

Skills:

RI.1: Explicit Information

RI.2: Summarizing & Main Ideas

RI.1: Explicit Information

How are rights different from

responsibilities?

A right is a freedom or 
something all people deserve, 
while a responsibility is 
something people are expected 
to do.

A right is something all people
should do to keep the world
safe, while a responsibility is
something people deserve to do
and is protected by the law.



Teamwork is an important responsibility when you play sports
such as soccer.

If you did not fulfill your responsibilities, what might happen?
Your brother would run wild in the house and possibly hurt
himself. At school, you would not learn all that you need to know.
In soccer, your teammates would not have their right to control
the ball. That’s why it’s important that we all be responsible.

Fighting for Rights

In our history, people have laid down their lives for rights. During
the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s Martin Luther King, Jr.
died fighting for peoples’ rights. It is important to remember this
and never take our rights for granted.

Many people fought for the rights of African Americans during
the Civil Rights Movement.

Doing Your Part

Without rights and responsibilities, the world would be a dirty,
dangerous place. We all need to do our part to be good citizens.
This is true at home, in our communities, and our world!

RI.1: Explicit Information

Which of the following are examples of

responsibilities? Select all that apply.

RI.2: Summarizing & Main Ideas

What is the main idea of the section

titled "Fighting for Rights"?

If you don’t do your
responsibilities you can go to jail,
but if you don’t follow your
rights you will not.

They are not different. Rights
and responsibilities are the
same thing.

completing homework 
assignments

the freedom of speech

showing teamwork and 
playing fair

practicing any religion you
believe in

Martin Luther King Jr. was a very
important man.

A lot of people died during the
Civil Rights Movement.

People had to fight for their
rights in the past, but they don’t
have to do that anymore.

Our rights are so important 
that people have actually died 
fighting for them.
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RI.2: Summarizing & Main Ideas

Which sentence from the article would

be most important to include in a

summary?

What’s more, the world would be
a dirty, dangerous place.

Without rights and 
responsibilities, we would not be 
free.

But your rights may be different
from someone else’s at certain
times.

For example, at home, you may
be expected to babysit your
brother.



The Discovery of Gold

Freckle Level: 9C

Today, the California Gold Rush is remembered as a near
hysteria that gripped the nation and the world, leading to mass
migration, displacement, violence, and profit. However, the
historic phenomenon began in a humble sawmill.

The Gold Rush Begins

On January 24, 1848, near Coloma, California, foreman James W.
Marshall was constructing a water-powered sawmill on the
American River for John Sutter, a Swiss citizen and pioneer.
Marshall spotted flakes of shiny metal in the mill’s water wheel
and brought his discovery to Sutter. The two men tested the
metal and discovered that it was gold. Sutter hoped to keep the
discovery a secret, fearing that his fledgling agricultural business
would be ruined in the ensuing hysteria.

Just days after the discovery, the Mexican-American War ended
with the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which affirmed American
ownership over California. It wasn’t long before rumors began to
circulate about the presence of gold in California’s American
River. These rumors were later confirmed in March by Samuel
Brannan, a San Francisco newspaper publisher. Seeing an
opportunity for profit, Brannan bought as many mining supplies
and provisions as he could afford, and then paraded through the
streets with a vial of gold from Sutter’s Mill, declaring “Gold! Gold!
Gold from the American River!” Within a few months,
approximately three-quarters of San Francisco’s male population
had left town to work in newly constructed gold mines. Brannan
himself became California’s first millionaire as enterprising
miners bought out his stock of supplies. Entire businesses were
forced to close their doors as the workforce was swept away in
the gold hysteria. As news spread, the phenomenon struck
nearby coastal towns as well, depleting them of their male
population.

A modern replica of Sutter’s Mill

Writing

Skill: Narrative
Imagine that you were the one to
discover gold at Sutter’s Mill. What
would you do?

Vocab

migration
displacement
phenomenon
immigrants
sanctioned

Reading

Skills:

RI.1: Explicit Information

RI.3: Analyzing Connections

RI.1: Explicit Information

Why did John Sutter NOT want to

spread news of the discovery of gold?

He wanted to keep all of the gold
to himself.

He worried the rush for gold 
would ruin his business.

He did not want to spread
rumors until the discovery had
been confirmed.

He did not want to be
interviewed by reporters.



The “Forty-Niners”

The craze only grew in the following months. On August 19, the
New York Herald, a major East Coast newspaper, reported on the
discovery of gold in California. On December 5, the news went
nation-wide when President James Polk confirmed the discovery
in his State of The Union Address before Congress, writing, “The
accounts of abundance of gold are of such an extraordinary
character as would scarcely command belief were they not
corroborated by the authentic reports of officers in the public
service.” Immigrants from around the United States and the
world, later known as “forty-niners” began to pour into
California, searching for the precious metal. Just as Sutter feared,
the frenzy completely destroyed his agricultural venture, as his
workers left for gold mines and incoming forty-niners took over
his land and stole his goods.

By 1850, the discovery had completely reshaped the population
of the West Coast and beyond. San Francisco’s population
ballooned from about 1,000 residents in 1849 to 25,000 in 1850.
Settlements sprang up and disappeared as gold-seekers sought
out and depleted gold veins. Merchants took advantage of the
frenzy by raising the prices on mining tools, clothing, and food,
leading to the ruin of many would-be miners.

A forty-niner panning for gold in California’s American River

Gold and Blood

The so-called Gold Rush also contributed to the California
Genocide, as forty-niners drove Native Americans out of their
hunting and gathering grounds, and massacred those who tried
to resist. Those who survived these killings often starved without
access to the lands that had once provided them with food.
American miners also attacked and sometimes killed foreign
miners and their families, particularly those from Latin America
and China. Racism, fueled by the thirst for gold in the United
States, became written into California law as massacres of Native
villages, including women and children, became state-sanctioned
and heavy taxes were placed on foreign miners.

RI.1: Explicit Information

Why did Samuel Brannan want to

spread the news of the discovery of

gold?

RI.1: Explicit Information

Which of the following changed as a

result of the Gold Rush?

RI.3: Analyzing Connections

How did the sudden influx of people

affect John Sutter’s agricultural

business?

He worried that the discovery of
gold would ruin his business.

He wanted to trick people and
knew that gold had not really
been discovered.

He wanted to make money off 
all the people moving to the 
area.

He wanted to meet new friends.

the population of California

the value of silver

the President of the United
States

the way newspapers were
delivered



An illustration of a group of Chinese miners in California

The California Gold Rush lasted until 1855, and, for better or
worse, became one of the state’s and the nation’s defining
moments in history.

RI.3: Analyzing Connections

How did the sudden influx of people

affect Samuel Brannan’s business?

RI.3: Analyzing Connections

How did the discovery of gold affect

the Native Americans already living in

California prior to the Gold Rush?

Incoming forty-niners took 
over his land and stole his 
goods, destroying his business.

Incoming forty-niners bought
out his stock of supplies, making
his business grow.

Incoming forty-niners needed
jobs and many of them became
employed by John Sutter.

Incoming forty-niners did not
affect John Sutter’s agricultural
business.

Incoming forty-niners took over
his land and stole his goods,
destroying his business.

Incoming forty-niners bought 
out his stock of supplies, making 
his business grow.

Incoming forty-niners needed
jobs and many of them became
employed by John Sutter.

Incoming forty-niners did not
affect John Sutter’s agricultural
business.
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The Native Americans
discovered gold and became
rich.

The Native Americans spread
the news of the discovery of
gold.

The Native Americans made
money from miners who used
their land.

The forty-niners drove the 
Native Americans out of their 
land.



The Lewis & Clark Expedition

Freckle Level: 3C

Between 1804 and 1806, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark led
an expedition. They traveled to western North America. Until this
time, the area was unexplored. Today, they are two of the most
famous American explorers.

Meriwether Lewis, left, and William Clark

President Jefferson’s Motivations

When Thomas Jefferson became president, the Mississippi River
was America’s western boundary. Jefferson was interested in the
idea of exploring west of the Mississippi.

In 1802, Jefferson realized other nations wanted to control the
land. He was determined to get there first. With permission from
Congress, Jefferson provided $2,500 to fund the journey. He
chose Captain Meriwether Lewis to lead the expedition. Second
Lieutenant William Clark, Lewis’ close friend, would join him.

Jefferson was eager for Lewis and Clark to explore the West. He
wanted them to map the newly acquired territory of Louisiana.
The territory spanned from modern-day Louisiana up to
Montana. He wanted the explorers to find a route across the
western half of America. He also wanted them to create a strong
trading presence in the area.

Writing

Skill: Narrative
The explorers spent two years
traveling the region west of the
Mississippi River. Pretend you are
one of the explorers on the
journey. Write a journal entry
explaining your experience on the
trip. Include details from the text
about both the successes and
challenges along the way.

Vocab

determined
territory
modern
navigation

Reading

Skills:

RI.1: Explicit Information

RI.8: Claims & Evidence

RI.1: Explicit Information

How did the Native Americans help

the explorers?

They gave them $2,500 to fund
the journey.

They gave them maps to the
land in the West.



This map shows the western territories that Lewis and Clark
explored.

Preparing for the Expedition

President Jefferson believed Lewis was the best man to lead the
expedition. Lewis knew a lot about science and had a strong
character. He was also familiar with Native Americans. Lewis
studied medicine, navigation, and geography to prepare for his
journey.

Together with seven other explorers, Lewis and Clark formed the
Corps of Discovery. They left with two goals. The first, to create
an American presence in the west. The second, to find a water
route to the Pacific for trading.

The expedition required a lot of preparation. The U.S Mint made
silver Peace Medals to be given to indigenous tribes as a sign of
peace. Each explorer also got special weapons.

The Expedition

The Corps of Discovery began their journey on May 14, 1804.
They created positive relationships with many Native American
nations. These people helped the expedition succeed by helping
explorers avoid starvation and death.

Lewis and Clark faced many challenges on their trek. They had to
avoid battle with a few Native American tribes. They ran short on
food and dealt with bitter cold temperatures. At many points,
they fell ill.

Along the way, Lewis and Clark hired Frenchman Charbonneau
and his wife, Sacagawea. They translated interactions with native
nations. Sacagawea greatly helped with relationships. Her
presence eased tensions between Native American groups.

RI.1: Explicit Information

What did the explorers do while on the

journey? Select all that apply.

RI.1: Explicit Information

What are Lewis and Clark

remembered for today?

RI.8: Claims & Evidence

They helped them find the
Mississippi River.

They helped them through 
winter in the Rocky Mountains.

They created friendships with 
Native Americans.

They stole the horses of other
explorers.

They let Sacagawea guide the
expedition.

They made over 100 maps of 
the West.

Their friendship with
Charbonneau and his wife,
Sacagawea

Their purchase of the territory of
Louisiana

Their exploration of the 
western half of America

Their discovery of the Mississippi
River



A stamp created in honor of the expedition.

By November 7, 1805, the men saw the Pacific Ocean. They set
up camp to record what they had seen and learned. The men
wrote nearly 140 maps of the West. 6 months later, Lewis and
Clark finally returned home.

Lewis and Clark’s expedition produced the first accurate maps of
the West.

Results of the Expedition

President Jefferson, Lewis, and Clark all thought the journey was
a success. The men mapped out the West. They established an
American presence on the land. They created friendly
relationships and trade with several tribes. It took them over two
years of hardship, but Lewis and Clark laid the foundation for the
future of the western United States.

What is the relationship between the

section 'President Jefferson’s

Motivations' and the section 'The

Expedition'?

RI.8: Claims & Evidence

How does the author help make the

point that the journey was dangerous?

Select all that apply.

The section 'President Jefferson’s
Motivations' tells what
happened on the journey, and
the section 'The Expedition'
explains what happened when
the explorers returned.

The section 'President 
Jefferson’s Motivations' explains 
the need for the expedition, and 
the section 'The Expedition' tells 
about what happened on the 
trip.

The section 'President Jefferson’s
Motivations' tells about
President Jefferson, and the
section 'The Expedition' tells
about Lewis and Clark.

The section 'President Jefferson’s
Motivations' tells about the
known land, and the section 'The
Expedition' explains what they
found on that land.

She writes that the explorers 
almost battled some Native 
American tribes.

She writes that the explorers
asked Charbonneau and
Sacagawea to help them.

She writes that the explorers
found natural resources in the
West.
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RI.8: Claims & Evidence

How did Sacagawea help Lewis and

Clark’s expedition?

She writes that the explorers 
ran out of food and had to trek 
in the bitter cold.

She made them move slower
because she limped.

She led them on their journey,
and they would have been lost
without her.

She helped translate 
interaction with Native 
Americans that they came 
across.

She expedition seem peaceful
since she was a woman with a
child.
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Grade 3 Mathematics
Student At-Home Activity Packet

This At-Home Activity Packet includes 26 sets of practice problems that align to 
important math concepts your student has worked with so far this year.

We recommend that your student completes one page of practice problems each day.

Encourage your student to do the best they can with this content—the most 
important thing is that they continue developing their mathematical fluency and skills.

See the Grade 3 Math 
concepts covered in 

this packet!
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Grade 3 Math concepts covered in this packet

Concept Practice Fluency and Skills Practice

Understanding Multiplication 
Concepts

1 Understanding of Multiplication Models ........................ 4

Practicing Multiplication 
Facts

2 Multiplying with 2, 5, and 10 ............................................... 5

3 Multiplying with 0 and 1 ....................................................... 6

4 Multiplying with 3 ................................................................... 7

5 Multiplying with 4 ................................................................... 8
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9 Multiplying with 9 ................................................................... 12
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Concepts

13 Understanding of Division Models.................................... 16
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15 Working with Division Facts ................................................ 18
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Solving Word Problems with 
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20 Solving Problems About Area ............................................. 23

21
Solving Two-Step Word Problems Using Two 
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24

22
Solving Two-Step Word Problems Using One 
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25

23 Estimating Solutions to Word Problems .......................... 26

Understanding Fraction 
Concepts

24 Describing Parts of a Whole with Fractions ................... 27

25 Understanding of Fractions on a Number Line ............ 29

Telling Time
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Understanding of Multiplication Models

1  Show 3 3 5 by drawing equal groups of 5.

Show 3 3 5 by drawing an array.

Complete the equation. 3 3 5 5     

2  Write an equation that matches the array.

     

3  Write an equation that matches the picture.

     

4  Use words to describe the drawing for problem 3.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 2, 5, and 10

Multiply.

1  5 3 2 5     

5  10 3 5 5     

9  3 3 10 5     

13  4 3 10 5     

2  2 3 5 5     

6  5 3 10 5     

10  10 3 3 5     

14  10 3 4 5     

3  2 3 10 5     

7  6 3 2 5     

11  7 3 2 5     

15  5 3 4 5     

4  10 3 2 5     

8  2 3 6 5     

12  2 3 7 5     

16  4 3 5 5     

17  2 3 2 5     18  5 3 5 5     19  10 3 10 5     

20  What patterns do you notice in the problems? Explain.

21  Draw a model to show how you solved one of the problems.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 0 and 1

Write the missing digits in the boxes to make each multiplication 
problem true.

3 3 1 5 

1 3 7 5 

 3 1 5 3

0 3 7 5 

4 3  5 0

 3 9 5 9

5 3 1 5 

4 3  5 4

 3 8 5 0

1 3 0 5 

9 3  5 0

 3 6 5 0

Write two factors to make each multiplication problem true.

Write a digit in the box to make the multiplication problem true. Then use words  
to write about the groups.

 3 0 5 0

 3  5 5  3  5 7  3  5 2  3  5 1



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 7

Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 3

Multiply.

1  2 3 3 5     

5  5 3 3 5     

9  9 3 3 5     

13  8 3 3 5     

2  3 3 2 5     

6  3 3 5 5     

10  3 3 9 5     

14  3 3 8 5     

3  10 3 3 5     

7  4 3 3 5     

11  1 3 3 5     

15  6 3 3 5     

4  3 3 10 5     

8  3 3 4 5     

12  3 3 1 5     

16  3 3 6 5     

17  7 3 3 5     18  3 3 7 5     19  0 3 3 5     20  3 3 3 5     

21  Tell how you could check that your answer to problem 9 is correct.

22  Draw a model to show how you solved one of the problems.



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 8

Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 4

Multiply.

1  2 3 4 5     

5  7 3 4 5     

9  1 3 4 5     

13  4 3 3 5     

2  3 3 4 5     

6  6 3 4 5     

10  4 3 5 5     

14  4 3 2 5     

3  10 3 4 5     

7  8 3 4 5     

11  0 3 4 5     

15  4 3 1 5     

4  5 3 4 5     

8  9 3 4 5     

12  4 3 10 5     

16  4 3 4 5     

17  Tell what strategy you used to solve 6 3 4.

18  Draw a model to show how you solved one of the problems.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 6

Multiply.

1  5 3 6 5     

5  7 3 6 5     

9  9 3 6 5     

13  6 3 3 5     

2  3 3 6 5     

6  4 3 6 5     

10  6 3 5 5     

14  6 3 2 5     

3  10 3 6 5     

7  8 3 6 5     

11  0 3 6 5     

15  6 3 5 5     

4  2 3 6 5     

8  1 3 6 5     

12  6 3 10 5     

16  6 3 6 5     

17  Tell a strategy you can use to show 5 3 6.

18  Explain how problem 2 and problem 13 are related.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 7

The answers are mixed up at the bottom of the page. Cross out the 
answers as you complete the problems.

1  3 3 7 5     

4  2 3 7 5     

7  7 3 0 5     

10  5 3 7 5     

13  7 3 2 5     

16  7 3 1 5     

2  6 3 7 5     

5  9 3 7 5     

8  10 3 7 5     

11  7 3 3 5     

14  7 3 10 5     

17  7 3 5 5     

3  8 3 7 5     

6  1 3 7 5     

9  4 3 7 5     

12  0 3 7 5     

15  7 3 4 5     

18  7 3 7 5     

Answers

14

7

28

63

28

0

35

14

70

70

21

49

0

56

35

42

21

7
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 8

The answers are mixed up at the bottom of the page. Cross out the 
answers as you complete the problems.

1  2 3 8 5     

4  3 3 8 5     

7  0 3 8 5     

10  5 3 8 5     

13  8 3 2 5     

16  8 3 7 5     

2  6 3 8 5     

5  9 3 8 5     

8  10 3 8 5     

11  8 3 3 5     

14  8 3 10 5     

17  8 3 5 5     

3  7 3 8 5     

6  1 3 8 5     

9  4 3 8 5     

12  8 3 0 5     

15  8 3 4 5     

18  8 3 8 5     

Answers

64

72

24

40

80

0

48

24

80

8

32

40

0

16

56

56

32

16
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Multiplying with 9

The answers are mixed up at the bottom of the page. Cross out the 
answers as you complete the problems.

1  1 3 9 5     

4  2 3 9 5     

7  0 3 9 5     

10  5 3 9 5     

13  9 3 2 5     

16  9 3 7 5     

2  6 3 9 5     

5  8 3 9 5     

8  10 3 9 5     

11  9 3 3 5     

14  9 3 10 5     

17  9 3 5 5     

3  7 3 9 5     

6  3 3 9 5     

9  4 3 9 5     

12  9 3 8 5     

15  9 3 4 5     

18  9 3 9 5     

Answers

63

72

90

45

54

0

18

27

18

81

36

9

90

72

27

36

63

45
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Using Order to Multiply

Write the missing numbers in the boxes to make each multiplication 
problem true.

5 3 6 5 

6 3 5 5 

3 3 8 5 

8 3 3 5 

9 3 2 5 

2 3  5 18

 3 10 5 70

10 3  5 70

2 3 6 5 

6 3 2 5 

4 3 7 5 

7 3 4 5 

 3 5 5 15

5 3 3 5 

 3 5 5 10

5 3  5 10

4 3 5 5 

5 3 4 5 

5 3 9 5 

9 3 5 5 

7 3 8 5 

 3 7 5 56

3 3  5 12

 3 3 5 12

1  Look at 6 3 5 and 5 3 6. How does the order of the factors change the product?

2  Draw two arrays to show 4 3 7 and 7 3 4.
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Using Grouping to Multiply

Draw parentheses around the numbers you want to multiply first. 
Then find the product.

1  6 3 3 3 2 
6 3 (3 3 2) 
6 3 

4  8 3 2 3 4

7  3 3 3 3 7

10  6 3 3 3 3

2  4 3 3 3 3

5  2 3 2 3 7

8  2 3 4 3 5

11  3 3 3 3 10

3  5 3 2 3 8

6  6 3 5 3 2

9  7 3 4 3 2

12  2 3 3 3 4

13  How did you decide which factors to group?

14   Choose one problem. Tell two ways you can group the factors. Then explain which way is 
easier for you to solve.

6 5 36
Sample Student Work: 
3 3 2 5 6; 6 3 6 5 36
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Using Order and Grouping to Multiply

Order and group the factors to show how you want to multiply. Then 
find the product.

1  5 3 7 3 2

4  2 3 9 3 5

7  3 3 9 3 3

10  2 3 9 3 2

2  3 3 5 3 3

5  2 3 10 3 5

8  5 3 2 3 6

11  3 3 8 3 2

3  4 3 8 3 2

6  2 3 8 3 2

9  4 3 5 3 2

12  4 3 2 3 7

13  What strategies did you use to decide how to order and group the factors?

14   Why do you need to reorder factors in some problems?

5 3 2 3 7 
(5 3 2) 3 7 
10 3 7 5 70
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Understanding of Division Models

1  Draw a model to show 12 4 6. Show 6 equal groups. How many are in each group?

There are 12 in all. There are 6 equal groups. There are      in each group.  
12 4 6 5      

2  Draw a model to show 12 4 6. Show 6 in each group. How many groups are there?

There are 12 in all. There are 6 in each group. There are      groups.  
12 4 6 5     

3  Draw an array to find 21 4 3.

21 4 3 5     

4  Draw an array to find 20 4 4.

20 4 4 5     

5  What situation could be modeled with the equation 40 4 8 5 5?
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

3  There are 6 bags of marbles. 4 marbles are in each bag.

Write two different equations that show the total number of marbles.

                   

Understanding of How Multiplication 
and Division Are Connected

1  There are 24 marbles. Each bag has 
4 marbles.

Write an equation that shows the number 
of bags.

         

2  There are 24 marbles. An equal number of 
marbles are in 6 bags.

Write an equation that shows the number 
of marbles in each bag.

         

4  Write 2 multiplication equations and 2 division  
equations for this array.

                  

                  

Find the value of ? to complete each fact.

5  6 3 ? 5 48

48 4 6 5 ?

? 5     

6  ? 3 5 5 45

45 4 ? 5 5

? 5     

7  63 4 9 5 ?

? 3 9 5 63

? 5     

8  32 4 ? 5 8

8 3 ? 5 32

? 5     
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Working with Division Facts

The answers are mixed up at the bottom of the page. Cross out the 
answers as you complete the problems.

1  40 4 4 5     

4  24 4 8 5     

7  42 4 7 5     

10  56 4 8 5     

13  72 4 8 5     

16  48 4 8 5     

2  18 4 3 5     

5  14 4 2 5     

8  64 4 8 5     

11  27 4 9 5     

14  90 4 9 5     

17  49 4 7 5     

3  24 4 4 5     

6  40 4 8 5     

9  32 4 8 5     

12  28 4 7 5     

15  54 4 9 5     

18  27 4 3 5     

Answers:

4

5

8

4

10

6

9

3

6

6

3

7

7

6

6

10

7

9
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Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Using a Multiplication Table

Write the missing numbers in the boxes to make each multiplication or 
division problem true.

5 3 7 5 

 4 5 5 7

4 3 4 5 

 4 4 5 4

 4 8 5 6

32 4 8 5 

8 3  5 32

9 3 6 5 

54 4  5 6

56 4  5 8

4 3 7 5 

 4 4 5 7

6 3 6 5 

63 4  5 9

45 4 5 5 

27 4  5 9

9 3  5 27

81 4  5 9

40 4 8 5 

 4 7 5 7

1  Write 3 possible answers for the equation 36 4  5 .

3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

2 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

3 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30

4 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40

5 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

6 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60

7 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70

8 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80

9 9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90

10 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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Understanding of Patterns

Solve. Look for patterns.

1  Subtract.

3  Describe the patterns that you notice in the problems you just solved.

10 2 1 5     

100 2 1 5     

200 2 100 5     

 200 2 101 5     

20 2 1 5     

200 2 1 5     

300 2 100 5     

 300 2 101 5     

30 2 1 5     

300 2 1 5     

400 2 100 5     

 400 2 101 5     

2  Multiply.

2 3 10 5     

3 3 10 5     

4 3 10 5     

5 3 10 5     

6 3 10 5     

7 3 10 5     

8 3 10 5     

9 3 10 5     

2 3 9 5     

3 3 9 5     

4 3 9 5     

5 3 9 5     

6 3 9 5     

7 3 9 5     

8 3 9 5     

9 3 9 5     
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Solving Problems About Equal Groups

7  Choose one problem. Describe the strategy you used to solve it.

Read and solve each problem. Show your work.

1  Heather has 18 photographs of rockets. 
She wants to hang them on 3 different 
walls in her room. Each wall will have the 
same number of photographs. How many 
photographs will hang on each wall?

There will be      photographs on 
each wall.

2  There are 24 people who want to play 
volleyball. The coach divides the players 
into teams of 6. How many teams can  
she make?

The coach can make      teams.

3  At an art show, there are 7 groups of 
paintings with 6 paintings in each group. 
How many paintings are there in all?

There are      paintings.

4  Jasmine reads for 10 minutes each night. 
If she reads for 5 nights, how many 
minutes will she read in all?

Jasmine will read for      minutes.

5  Rhonda plants 28 tomato plants in her 
garden. She plants 7 tomato plants in 
each row. How many rows does she plant?

Rhonda plants      rows.

6  Mr. Jones buys 6 packages of pencils. 
There are 8 pencils in each package.  
How many pencils does Mr. Jones buy?

Mr. Jones buys      pencils.
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Solving Problems About Arrays

7  Choose one problem. Describe and use a strategy to check your answer.

Read and solve each problem. Show your work.

1  A parking lot has 6 rows of parking spaces. 
There are 5 spaces in each row. How many 
parking spaces are in the lot?

There are      parking spaces.

2  Jack has 36 toy robots. He wants to display 
9 on each shelf in his room. How many 
shelves will Jack need to display all of the 
robots?

Jack will need      shelves.

3  There are 24 dancers. The teacher has 
them stand in 3 equal rows. How many 
dancers are in each row?

There are      dancers in each row.

4  Emily is putting away plates. She puts 6 
plates each in 3 stacks. How many plates 
does she put away?

Emily puts away      plates.

5  A farmer picks 54 pumpkins. She places an 
equal number of pumpkins in 9 wagons. 
How many pumpkins are in each wagon?

There are      pumpkins in each 
wagon.

6  The school band marches in rows at the 
parade. There are 24 band members and 
they form rows with 4 members in each 
row. How many rows are there?

There are      rows.
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Solving Problems About Area

7  Choose one problem. Describe the strategy you used to solve it.

8  Explain why you chose that strategy to solve the problem.

Read and solve each problem. Show your work.

1  Nya covers a rectangular tray with 
1-square-inch tiles. She uses 42 tiles, 
arranged in 7 rows. How many tiles are 
in each row?

There are      tiles in each row.

2  Jacob uses tiles to cover a rectangular 
hallway. Each tile has an area of 1 square 
foot. He uses 3 rows of tiles, with 8 tiles in 
each row. What is the area of the hallway?

The area of the hallway is       
square feet.

3  Sara covers the top of a box with squares 
of paper that are 1 square centimeter. 
She uses 48 squares, with 6 squares in 
each row. How many rows did she make?

Sara made      rows.

4  There are 64 squares on Rasha’s chessboard. 
Each square is 1 square inch. There are 
8 rows of squares on her chessboard. 
How many squares are in each row?

There are      squares in each row.

5  A rectangular patio at an outdoor 
restaurant is made of 35 tiles. Each tile is 
1 square yard. If there are 5 tiles in each 
row, how many rows are there?

There are      rows of tiles.

6  Mr. Reilly uses square pieces of fabric that 
are each 1 square inch for a rectangular 
wall hanging. He uses 81 squares. If he 
makes 9 rows of squares, how many 
squares will be in each row?

There will be      squares in each row.
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5  Choose one problem. Tell how you could solve the problem in a different way.

Read and solve each problem by writing an equation for each step. Use 
letters for the unknown numbers. Show your work.

1  Hirami has 12 cups of flour in a bag and 
6 cups of flour in a jar. He is making 
batches of bread that each call for 3 cups 
of flour. How many batches of bread can 
Hirami make?

Hirami can make      batches of 
bread.

2  Cassi bought 50 pounds of dirt. She used 
10 pounds to fill a hole in her yard. Then 
she filled pots with 5 pounds of soil in 
each pot. How many pots could she fill?

Cassi can fill      pots.

3  Becky has 6 packages of clay that each 
weigh 5 pounds. To make a bowl, she 
needs 3 pounds of clay. How many  
bowls can Becky make?

Becky can make      bowls.

4  Marc has 36 pounds of apples to use to 
make pies. He uses 4 pounds of apples for 
each pie. Marc uses all of the apples to 
make pies, and then sells each pie for $8. 
How much money does Marc collect for all 
the pies?

Marc collects $      for all the pies.

Solving Two-Step Word 
Problems Using Two Equations
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5  Choose one problem. Explain how you decided which operations to use to solve it.

Read and solve each problem by writing one equation.  
Show your work.

1  Mrs. Nelson has one $10-bill and one 
$20-bill. She wants to buy as many movie 
tickets as she can with this money. If movie 
tickets cost $6 each, how many tickets, t, 
can she buy?

Mrs. Nelson can buy      tickets.

2  Daisy has a goal of reading 75 minutes in 
one week. She reads 9 minutes a day for 
5 days. How many more minutes, m, will 
she have to read to reach her goal?

Daisy will have to read      more 
minutes.

3  Mr. Garcia buys 3 bags of cat food that 
each weigh 9 pounds and another bag of 
cat food that weighs 7 pounds. How many 
pounds, p, of cat food did Mr. Garcia buy?

Mr. Garcia bought      pounds of 
cat food.

4  Jackson has 48 trading cards. His sister gives 
him 12 more cards. Then he puts all his 
trading cards in 6 equal stacks. How many 
cards, c, are in each stack?

There are      cards in each stack.

Solving Two-Step Word 
Problems Using One Equation
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5  How does an estimate help you decide if your answer is reasonable?

Read each problem. Estimate the answer by rounding to the nearest ten. 
Then find the actual answer. Show your work.

1  Marie has 231 toothpicks in one box and 
175 toothpicks in another box. She uses 
319 toothpicks to make a bridge. How 
many toothpicks does she have left?

Estimate: There are about      
toothpicks left.

Marie has      toothpicks left.

2  Kennedy School has 124 third-grade 
students. Carter School has 16 fewer  
third-grade students than Kennedy School. 
How many third-grade students in all are 
at Kennedy School and Carter School?

Estimate: There are about      
students.

There are      students.

3  There are 197 oak trees in the park. There 
are 27 more pine trees than oak trees in 
the park. How many trees are there in all?

Estimate: There are about      trees.

There are      trees in all.

4  On the first day of a bus trip, Brian and his 
dad traveled 341 miles. On the second day, 
they traveled 39 fewer miles. How many 
miles did they travel in all after two days?

Estimate: They traveled about      
miles.

They traveled      miles.

Estimating Solutions to Word Problems
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Describing Parts of a Whole with Fractions

Write the fraction of the figure that is shaded.

1   

    

2   

    

3  

     

4  

     

5   

    

6   

    

7   

    

8   
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9  Draw a circle that shows 4 equal parts. Then shade to show    2 __ 4   .

Describing Parts of a Whole 
with Fractions continued

10  Draw a rectangle that shows 3 equal parts. Then shade to show    2 __ 3   .

11  Draw a square that shows 8 equal parts. Then shade to show    3 __ 8   .

12  Draw a circle that shows 6 equal parts. Then shade to show    5 __ 6   .
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Understanding of Fractions 
on a Number Line

Set A

Write the missing labels on the number line.

0 1 2 3

1
2

3
2

Set B

Use this number line to solve problems 1–4.

1  How many equal parts are between 0 and 1?     

2  How many equal parts are between 1 and 2?     

3  What fraction does each part show?     

4  Write fractions to label the marks.

0 1 2
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Name:  Understanding of Fractions 
on a Number Line continued

Set C

Use this number line to solve problems 5–7.

5  A is     .

6  B is     .

7  C is     .

0 1

A B C

2

Set D

Use this number line to solve problems 8–10.

8  D is     .

9  E is     .

10  F is     .

0

D E F

1



© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved. 31

Name:  

Fluency and Skills Practice

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is permitted for classroom use.

Write the time the clock shows.

1  

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10

     

3  

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10

     

2  

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10

     

4  

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10

     

Telling Time to the Minute

Draw hands on the clock to show the given time.

5  16 minutes after 1

 

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10

6  7 minutes before 9

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10
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Telling Time to the Minute continued

7  35 minutes after 3

 

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10

8  26 minutes before 8

4
567

8

9 3

2
11211

10

9  Write a word problem that could use one of the times shown on one of the clocks.
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Introduction

Imagine a family is going out for  
dinner. The kids put on clean clothes.  
At the restaurant, Mom parks the car 
under a large tree. Inside, everyone sits  
at a wooden table. Dinner includes 
potatoes and fresh vegetables. They  
have fruit pie for dessert. They take  
the leftovers home in a cardboard box. 

Think about the clothes, tree, table, food, 
and box. What do they have in common? 
They all come from plants! You see plants 
almost everywhere. You also use plants  
in so many ways.
4
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The Parts of a Plant

Most plants have 
the same basic 
parts. Each part 
helps the plant  
get the water, air, 
minerals, and 
light that it needs 
to survive.

The roots of  
a plant have 
important jobs. Roots usually grow 
down into the soil. In most plants, roots 
anchor, or hold, the plant in place. They 
help keep the plant upright, too. 

Roots absorb water and minerals from 
the soil. Minerals are the nutrients that 
help plants grow and be healthy. The 
roots also store some of the food made 
by the plant.

In this book, you will learn what plants 
need in order to live. You’ll learn how they 
make their own food and how they make 
more plants. You’ll also learn how animals 
and plants depend on each other. 

Plants are important living things.  
You would not survive without plants!

5 6

leaf

stem

root



The stem of a plant supports the leaves. It 
usually grows toward the Sun so the plant 
can get sunlight. The stem also moves 
water and minerals from the roots to other 
parts of the plant. And like roots, stems 
can store food and water for the plant.

7 8

The stems of some plants are long. The trunk 
and branches of a tree are stems. Some plants 
have stems that creep along the ground, 
such as the vines of a strawberry or 
pumpkin plant. The stems of some plants, 
such as white potatoes, are underground. Leaves come in 

a wide variety of 
shapes and sizes.

Leaves are another important part of  
most plants. Leaves are where plants 
make most of their own food. Leaves  
also get rid of the waste products that  
are made when the plant makes food. 

Leaves grow above the ground where the 
light is. They are usually flat, which helps 
them catch sunlight.

Study a leaf and talk about  
it. Are the edges smooth,  

wavy, or toothed like a saw? Is the  
tip pointy, rounded, or dented? Is  
the surface smooth, rough, bumpy, 
hairy, sticky, or waxy? Does light  
pass through the leaf?

Stems can be hard or soft,  
thick or thin, and long or short.



How Plants Make Food

Plants make their own food. This process 
is called photosynthesis. A plant needs 
three things for photosynthesis: water, 
air, and light. 

Roots absorb water 
from the soil. The 
water moves through 
the stem and reaches 
the leaves. Air enters 
the leaves through tiny 
openings. The air has  
a gas called carbon 
dioxide in it. The plant 
needs the water and carbon dioxide  
to make food. 

As plants make food, they give off two 
gases as waste—oxygen and water vapor. 
Animals breathe the oxygen. Water 
vapor is water in the form of a gas. 

9 10

Leaves have thousands of tiny parts  
called chloroplasts. These parts are where 
food is made. Chloroplasts have a special 
green substance called chlorophyll. This 
substance is what makes most plants 
green. Chlorophyll collects light energy 
from the Sun. The Sun’s energy mixes 
carbon dioxide and water inside each 
chloroplast. This step makes a simple  
kind of sugar. This sugar is the plant’s 
food. The plant uses it to grow. The plant 
stores any unused food in its roots, stems, 
and leaves.

Stomata let gases 
in and out of 
leaves.

stomata

Photosynthesis

1.  Roots take in water  
from the soil.

2.  Leaves take in carbon  
dioxide and sunlight.

3.  Sunlight makes water and 
carbon dioxide combine  
to form sugar, which is  
the plant’s food.

4.  Unused food is stored  
in many plant parts.

5.  Oxygen and water vapor  
exit the leaves as waste.

4

1

3 5

2



On many plants, seeds 
are made in the flowers. 
Flowers have male and 
female parts. Some 
flowers have only male 
or female parts. Many flowers have both  
male and female parts. 

The male part of a flower is called the 
stamen. It produces tiny grains of pollen. 
The pollen grains are often carried to 
another flower by the wind. Animals such  
as bees, bats, and birds also help carry pollen. 

The female part of the flower is called the 
pistil. Pistils tend to be sticky. The pollen 
from a stamen will stick to the pistil of  
the same flower or another flower of the 
same species. 
This process  
is called 
pollination.

11 12

How Plants Reproduce

Palm trees make new palm trees. Tomato 
plants make new tomato plants. The same 
is true for all types, or species, of plants. 
Each plant species must reproduce. This 
means it must make more plants just like 
it so the species will survive.

Most plants reproduce by making seeds. 
These seeds grow into new plants that  
are like the plant that made the seeds.

stamen

pistil

pollen
A bean seed (A) grows into a bean plant (B),  
which makes more seeds (C).

A B C
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After landing on the pistil, a pollen grain 
grows a tiny threadlike piece. This thread 
grows down into the pistil, where eggs are 
kept. The pollen has special male cells that 
help the plant reproduce. These cells join 
with the eggs. This step is called 
fertilization.

14

After fertilization, each egg develops into  
a seed. The pistil often swells up to become 
a fruit with new seeds. Some plants, such 
as pine trees, produce seeds in cones 
instead of in flowers.

When conditions are right, a seed will 
sprout, or germinate. Many plants need 
water and warm temperatures before  
they begin to grow. The tiny plant is 
called a seedling. It will grow into a full-
sized plant. Then it will produce its own 
seeds, and the cycle will begin again.

How Seeds Travel

POLLINATION

pollen

stamen

petal

Pollen moves from a stamen to a pistil. Pollen can  
move to a pistil on the same flower or another flower.

pistil

FERTILIZATION

pollen

pollen 
tube

egg

Pollen forms a pollen tube and fertilizes the egg.



Plants Live (Almost) Everywhere

Plants live almost everywhere on Earth. 
They grow inside and outside. They grow 
in rainforests and deserts, and on lush 
farmland and barren tundra. They grow 
on mountaintops and in the open ocean. 
Plants grow in soil, in sand, on rocks and 
in the water. Plants grow wherever they 
can get what they need: sunlight, water, 
carbon dioxide, and minerals.

15 16

Look at this map. Why do you think more plants grow in 
the green areas than in any other regions?

Plants and Animals

You know that animals get food and 
oxygen from plants. Animals also need 
plants for other things. Birds use twigs 
and leaves to build nests. Woodpeckers 
make their homes inside trees or cacti. 
Lions nap in the cool shade of a tree.

Plants need animals, too. Plants take  
in carbon dioxide to make food. The 
carbon dioxide comes from animals 
when they breathe out.

WhERE PLANTS GROW

Key 
  gets a lot of  

precipitation
  gets moderate  

precipitation

  gets little  
precipitation

  gets little or no 
precipitation
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Plants and You

Around the world, people depend on 
plants. People pick wild plants and eat 
them. Farmers grow and harvest plants 
so people have food to eat. Much of what 
people need—such as shelter, paper, 
cooking supplies, and clothing—also 
comes from plants.

Using Plants for Food

Much of what you eat comes from plants. 
When you think of eating plant parts, you 
might think of the fruit you eat. Grapes, 
apples, oranges, and peaches are all fruits. 
Some foods we eat as vegetables are fruits, 
too. Tomatoes, cucumbers, and squash hold 
the plant’s seeds. So they are the fruit of 
their plant, even if we call them vegetables.

18

Some people gather wild 
berries to eat or sell.

Loggers cut down trees to 
be used for paper, fabric, 
and building materials.

Farmers grow crops 
and prepare them to be 
shipped to customers.

Many foods come from other  
parts of the plant: 

•  Sweet potatoes and yams are  
big roots. 

•  When you eat asparagus,  
you are eating stems.

•  When you eat broccoli, you  
are eating unopened flowers.

•  Lettuce, spinach, and collard  
greens are all leaves.
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In a way, even meat comes from plants. 
Animals get energy by eating food. 
Animals either eat plants or they eat 
animals that ate plants. If you have ever 
eaten meat, you got energy from plants, 
too. The energy passed from a plant to 
at least one animal, and then on to you.

Using Plants for Materials

Plants give us food, and they also 
provide us with many useful materials. 
The wood in our buildings comes from 
trees. Wooden furniture, paper, and 
cardboard boxes begin as trees, too. 
Most cloth in our clothing is made from 
fibers that come from plants. Even the 
coal and oil that we use for fuel were 
living plants millions of years ago.
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Many medicines are also made 
from plants. In fact, soap, paint, 
shampoo, perfume, makeup, ink, 
chewing gum, and rope are often 
made from plants, too!

 Conclusion

Plants grow almost everywhere  
on Earth. They feed us. They fill our  
lungs with oxygen. Without plants, 
animals could not survive. 

Plants also give us many of the products 
we use every day. All around you are 
things made from plants.

Plants add another thing to our lives—
beauty! They come in many shapes  
and sizes. They have many colors and 
patterns. Earth is more beautiful because 
of its forests, meadows, and flowers. Our 
world truly is a wonderful world of plants.

Which items in your classroom 
or home come from plants? 

What are the rest of the items made of?



Glossary
chlorophyll  a material in green plants  

that can turn water, air, and 
sunlight into food (p. 10)

chloroplasts  the parts of a plant cell  
that contain chlorophyll  
and make energy from 
sunlight, air, water, and 
nutrients (p. 10)

fertilization  the process of combining 
male and female cells  
to create a new animal  
or plant (p. 13)

germinate  to begin to grow from  
a seed (p. 14)

materials  any kinds of physical 
substances that are used  
to make things (p. 20)

minerals  nutrients from nonliving 
things that are required in 
small amounts for health  
and normal growth (p. 6)

photosynthesis  the process by which plants 
turn energy from the Sun  
into food (p. 9)

pistil  the female part of a flower, 
where seeds begin to grow  
(p. 12)

23 24

plants  living things that make their 
own food from sunlight  
and do not move from place  
to place on their own (p. 4)

pollen  small grains that develop  
on stamens and can stick to 
pistils, pollinating flowers  
(p. 12)

pollination  the transfer of pollen  
from flower to flower for  
the purpose of fertilizing  
a plant (p. 12)

reproduce  to make offspring that are 
similar to the original living 
thing (p. 11)

seedling  a young, developing plant that 
has grown from a seed (p. 14)

species  a group of living things that 
are physically similar and can 
make offspring (p. 11)

stamen  the male part of a flower, 
where pollen is made (p. 12)

Index

fertilization, 13, 14
germination, 14

photosynthesis, 9, 10
pollination, 12, 13
reproduction, 11–14



Read, Think, and Take Notes 
As you read each section, do one of the 
following: 
● Write something in the text that is confusing 
● Write a word that you do not know 
● Write a question about the text 
● Draw a diagram or picture something you read 

 

Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parts of a Plant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



How Plants Make Food 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How Plants Reproduce 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plants Live (Almost) Everywhere 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Plants and Animals 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plants and You 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Choose 3 
vocabulary words 
from the Glossary. 
Complete a Frayer 
Model for each 
word. 
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